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SPEECH BY THE PREM IER . MR. DUNSTAN. AT THE OPENING OF THE MAYLANDS 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N S CLUB. . 5 / 2 / 7 2 . 
YOUR WORSHIP, L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR ASKING ME TO TODAY ' S CEREMONY. TH I S NEW CENTRE I S A F INE 
ADD IT ION TO COMMUNITY F A C I L I T I E S IN TH I S AREA AND ONE OF WHICH YOUR 
COUNCIL AND THE VARIOUS SERV ICE CLUBS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT CAN FEEL " 
PROUD. IN I T S DES IGN AND THE F A C I L I T I E S IT OFFERS IT I S A MODEL WHICH 
OTHER COMMUNITIES COULD WELL FOLLOW. 
THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT OF THE NEED FOR EXPANDED F A C I L I T I E S FOR OUR 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N S . THEY FORM A VERY LARGE PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION, 
ABOUT B I PER CENT ARE IN THE 65 AND OVER AGE GROUP. AND THE MARKED 
INCREASE IN L I F E EXPECTANCY TH I S CENTURY HAS MEANT THAT TH I S I S THE 
.GROUP WHICH HAS INCREASED AT THE MOST DRAMATIC RATE. ' 
AS A; CONSEQUENCE, THE SENIOR C I T I Z E N S HAVE BECOME ONE OF THE MAJOR ' 
CONCERNS,OF AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS AND SOCIETY GENERALLY. VERY MUCH' 
MORE EMPHAS IS I S NOW PLACED ON FRAMING AND- IMPLEMENTING P O L I C I E S FOR 
•THE AGED THAN WAS THE CASE TWENTY OR THIRTY YEARS AGO. THERE I S ALSO A 
MUCH GREATER GENERAL COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEMS OF SENIOR C I T I ZEN ! 
AND THE NEED FOR S P E C I A L ATTENTION TO BE PA ID TO THEM. 
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BUT, IN.MY V IEW, THERE I S S T I L L MUCH MORE THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. FOR 
A START, IT I S T IME THERE WAS A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OUR PRESENT 
PENSION SYSTEM. PEOPLE CAN NO MORE L I V E IN DECENCY ON THE PRESENT 
PENS ION THAN THEY CAN ON THE M ISERLY UNEMPLOYMENT B E N E F I T , AND 
ANYONE WHO HAS WORKED AND PA ID TAXES FOR FORTY YEARS OR MORE HAS A 
RIGHT TO L I V E IN DECENCY. 
AND IN SETT ING A PENSION IT MUST BE ACCEPTED THAT BE ING OLD IN I T S E L F 
COSTS MONEY - AGE HAS PA INS AS WELL AS, PLEASURES - AND THE I N D I V I D U A L 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N HAS TO F IND I T . 
AS IMPORTANT AS THE NEED TO PROVIDE THE AGED WITH A DECENT MINIMUM.: V. 
INCOME I S THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE PROPERLY INTEGRATED IN, THE : . ' 
COMMUNITY GENERALLY. TH I S I S OBVIOUSLY ACCEPTED AND APPRECIATED HERE; 
THERE CAN BE NO MORE D ISASTROUS ATTITUDE THAN THAT WHICH REGARDS THE AGED 
PERSON AS AN I N F I R M , QUERULOUS HAS-BEEN TO BE PUSHED INTO A SEGREGATED 
GHETTO AND FORGOTTEN. 
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